
WRITTEN TESTIMONY OF Charlene LaVoie of the Office of the Community 

Lawyer before the Connecticut General Assembly Environment Committee on 

February 28, 2014  regarding Senate Bill 237  AN ACT PROHIBITING THE 

STORAGE OR DISPOSAL OF FRACKING WASTE IN CONNECTICUT. 

 

Thank you for including this testimony in the record in support of SB 237.  
 

The EPA has confirmed that fracking, the pumping of water and chemicals 

underground in order to facilitate the flow of oil or gas, causes groundwater pollution 

and fracking waste includes toxic and radioactive materials that seep into water 

systems.  

 

Off-site re-use and disposal methods for fracking waste water and solid debris include 

road spreading, wastewater treatment, underground injection, and landfill disposal.   

The extraction of natural gas using hydraulic fracturing (fracking) produces large 

amounts of liquid and solid waste that contain harmful pollutants, including salts; 

chemical additives such as ethylene glycol, naphthalene, and sulfuric acid; metals; 

organic compounds; and other contaminants.  

These pollutants include chemical additives in fracking fluid, as well as naturally-

occurring contaminants that exist thousands of feet below the surface and are 

disturbed by the extraction process and come up the well along with drilling muds 

(used as a lubricant during the drilling process), fracking fluids, and the gas itself.  

Fracking waste may also contain naturally occurring radioactive materials (NORMs) 

such as radium-226 and radium-228 as does that from the Marcellus Shale site.  

Fracking wastewater includes “flowback water” or “flowback fluid” (fracking fluid 

that returns to the surface after a well is fracked) and “produced water” or “production 

brine” (wastewater that flows to the surface during well production). The process of 

drilling a well also produces other waste materials, including drill cuttings (drilled 

rock) and drilling muds that require disposal.  

The chemicals used in the fracking process are toxic and pose a public health threat. 

Connecticut refused to permit the storage of low level radioactive waste in the 1990's.  

Let's continue the policy that protects the citizens and environment of Connecticut.   

 

Thank you. 
 

--  

Charlene LaVoie 
Office of the Community Lawyer 



PO Box 1044 
Winsted, CT 06098 
 

860-738-1262 

860-738-4446 fax 
 
www.communitylawyer.org  

 

http://www.communitylawyer.org/

